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PROCEEDINGS 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION  

 
The ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB), in collaboration with the Partnerships in 
Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA), conducted a virtual session 
entitled Managing Networks and Transboundary Cooperation on Marine Protected Areas 
(MPAs) in the ASEAN Region as one of the pre-congress events of the East Asian Seas (EAS) 
Congress. The session was held on 21 October 2021 and hosted and moderated by Ms. 
Antoinette Taus, Founder and Executive Director of Communities Organized for Resource 
Allocation (CORA). 
 
The virtual session aimed to discuss the status and progress of transboundary management 
of coastal and marine biodiversity in the ASEAN region. In particular, it sought to highlight the 
various initiatives and collaborative actions on sustaining healthy coastal and marine 
ecosystems through transboundary cooperation such as: 
  

a. the concept of transboundary management in the context of Large Marine 
Ecosystems (LMEs) to mitigate biodiversity loss and maintain productive coastal and 
marine environment in the region; 

b. the transboundary approaches at site, national, and regional levels in managing 
coastal and marine habitats for migratory species; 

c. lessons learned, good practices, and future plans related to strengthening capacities 
for the conservation and sustainable management of MPAs; 

d. effective management of MPAs through science-based approaches including key 
emerging issues affecting coastal and marine environment in the ASEAN, such as 
climate change and marine litter; and 

e. communication, education, and public awareness (CEPA) strategies to advocate issues 
drivers of biodiversity loss.   

 
The session also zoomed in on transboundary management in relation to the achievement of 
national, regional, and global commitments such as the post-2020 global biodiversity 
framework (GBF), UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14, and Sustainable Development 
Strategy of the Seas of East Asia (SDS-SEA) implementation. These commitments will 
contribute to the Congress’s goal in establishing a roadmap on transformative blue solutions 
for the next decade.  Thus, the session presented an opportunity to forge new collaborations 
and partnerships among the ASEAN Member States (AMS) in protecting its coastal and marine 
environment, especially in improving the management of MPAs. 
 
Participants of the session were composed of local, national, and regional representatives 
from AMS, academe, research institutions, non-governmental organisations, development 
partners from the ASEAN region and beyond.  The programme appears as Annex 2 to this 



 

document, while Annex 3 contains the list of participants and Annex 4 the links to the 
recording and presentation materials.  

 
2.0 OPENING REMARKS  

 
2.1 Dr. Theresa Mundita S. Lim, Executive Director, ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity: 

 
In a video message, Dr. Theresa Mundita Lim expressed her thanks to the PEMSEA for co-
organising the pre-congress virtual session with the ACB,  in preparation for the East Asian 
Seas Congress 2021 which will be held in December 2021. She likewise extended her 
congratulations to the Royal Government of Cambodia for the successful hosting of the 
Congress with the rousing theme Charting a New Decade of Healthy Oceans, People, and 
Economies (HOPE). 
  
Dr. Lim emphasised that while the world is navigating turbulent waters due to COVID-19 
pandemic and climate change crises, the world leaders unanimously agreed during the High-
Level Segment of the 15th Meeting of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD COP 15) that time is running out and that urgent and necessary actions must be 
undertaken now. 
  
Dr. Lim highlighted the historic global movements that are taking place to recalibrate our 
bearings towards our goal of living in harmony with nature and cited the Kunming Declaration 
which emphasised the world’s commitment to negotiate an ‘effective’ post-2020 global 
biodiversity framework by the second phase of the COP 15 in 2022. She added that the 
Declaration committed to “step up actions to reduce the negative effects of human activities 
on the ocean to protect marine and coastal biodiversity and strengthen the resilience of 
marine and coastal ecosystems to climate change;” while also noting the efforts and 
commitments of various countries in protecting 30 per cent of their land and sea areas by 
2030. 
  
Dr. Lim shared that Brunei Darussalam, as this year’s ASEAN Chair, delivered the ASEAN Joint 
Statement (AJS) at the Meeting, reiterating the region’s concern on marine debris and 
emphasising the collective actions taken by the AMS. She also emphasised how the AMS 
recognised the enormity of climate change as a global threat, including its complex impacts 
such as ocean acidification and sea-level rise, and how they agreed to intensify regional efforts 
towards nature-based solutions through actions that protect marine and coastal ecosystems.  
  
She underscored that this virtual session is an opportune time for knowledge exchange, 
particularly the virtual poster presentations of the ASEAN Heritage Parks (AHP) in Large 
Marine Ecosystems, such as the Indonesian Seas and the Andaman Sea in the Bay of Bengal, 
which would allow us to deep dive into transboundary management efforts at the site, 
national, and regional levels.  She added that the sharing from the esteemed speakers from 
the UN Development Program (UNDP), Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries, and 
Food Security (CTI-CFF) and Arafura Timor Seas Ecosystem Action Plan (ATSEA) will provide 
more in-depth insights on the importance of these transboundary approaches to larger 
seascapes. Dr. Lim expressed that the ACB is also honoured to share the efforts in supporting 
the AMS in enhancing marine biodiversity conservation through the AHP Programme and the 
ASEAN Flyway Network and through knowledge management platforms such as the ASEAN 
Biodiversity Dashboard, among others. 
  



 

Dr. Lim welcomed the presence of Ms. Leah Karrer from the Global Environment Facility (GEF) 
and expressed appreciation for the GEF’s push for an integrated approach, with enhanced 
engagement and collaboration in multi-stakeholder platforms. Such commitment for 
resources is necessary to bridge the conservation financing gap for protected areas. 
  
Dr. Lim quoted the CBD Executive Secretary, Ms Elizabeth Mrema’s who stated during the 
High-Level Segment that, “safeguarding biodiversity is the defining task of the decade, 
positioned at the centre of the biggest issues the world faces.” Dr. Lim stressed that we must 
all undertake this task, as a community, as a nation, as a region and emphasised that our 
collective efforts when pooled together can make a huge difference in protecting biodiversity 
and saving our planet.  
 

2.2 Dr. Ca Vu Thanh, Member, PEMSEA Executive Committee: 
 

On behalf of PEMSEA, Dr. Ca Vu Thanh welcomed the participants and noted that this is one 
of the many collaborative activities with the ACB–a PEMSEA non-country partner through the 
years. Dr. Ca stated the EAS Congress 2021, with the theme ‘Charting A New Decade of 
H.O.P.E. (Healthy Ocean, Peoples and Economies), has joined the start of decadal actions in 
promoting sustainable development agenda alongside the launch of the UN Decade of Ocean 
Science for Sustainable Development and UN Decade of Ecosystem Restoration and the 
negotiations for the post-2020 Biodiversity Framework and the UNFCCC COP, among other 
global events.  
 
According to Dr. Ca, the global pandemic has added a new dimension to the existing challenges 
in achieving environmental sustainability, thus countries are in the process of developing and 
adopting sustainable recovery and adaptation measures in response to the COVID-19 impacts. 
He noted that this collaboration is an opportune time to come up with practical 
recommendations that can help inform global discussions, donor programming, the PEMSEA 
Roadmap to 2030 and the national and local economic recovery plans on ways to protect and 
manage coastal and marine biodiversity if we are to sustainably manage our shared resources 
and ecosystem goods and services that support food security, livelihood, well-being and 
regional peace and stability.  
 
Dr. Ca also mentioned PEMSEA’s recent review of its shared regional framework, the SDS-SEA, 
which show the efforts to conserve and sustainably manage biodiversity at the national level 
based on country partners’ adoption of the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans 
(NBSAPs).  The review noted that all 11  country partners have complied with Article 26 of the 
CBD through the submission of their respective 6th National Reports detailing their 
accomplishments in biodiversity conservation. Supporting policies, legislations and programs 
that support biodiversity conservation are also in place in the 11 countries, which are also in 
line with SDG 14 and Aichi Biodiversity Targets 6, 7, 10 and 11.  
 
At the local level, management plans for the protection, restoration and conservation of 
coastal habitats are in place in the Integrated Coastal Management (ICM) sites in the form of 
strategic plans such as Coastal Strategies, ICM plans, Strategic Environmental Management 
Plans or thematic plans (e.g., MPA management plans, mangrove conservation plans, etc.) in 
line with the priorities in the NBSAPs. Dr. Ca added that varying levels of application of spatial 
planning tools such as coastal use zoning and MSPs to delineate conservation areas and 
address use conflicts were noted in selected ICM sites, including the application of local state 
of the coasts reporting as a medium for reporting of progress in ICM implementation using an 
agreed set of governance and management program indicators.   



 

 
Dr. Ca stated that MPA establishment and networking as a tool for conservation planning is 
widely implemented in the region, particularly in China, Indonesia and the Philippines. Six 
countries collectively covered an estimated 30 per cent of their territorial waters under 
protection through the designation of MPAs.  
 

2.3 Dr. Leah Karrer, Senior Program Manager, GEF Secretariat: 
 
Dr. Leah Karrer shared that transboundary governance is the foundation of GEF investments 
in ocean and freshwater initiatives around the world. Over the last 30 years, GEF has invested 
in 23 LMEs including six LMEs in the East Asian Seas. She added that MPAs are a priority global 
environmental benefit of GEF investments. These investments ensure that countries 
throughout the region can meet their environmental agreements obligations such as the post-
2020 GBF which stresses the need for mainstreaming biodiversity across sectors of the 
economy and society. Dr. Karrer emphasised that mainstreaming is a key aspect of LMEs and 
MPAs which address a range of activities from fisheries to agriculture to tourism. 
  
She recognised the numerous seascapes, LMEs, MPAs, and the Coral Triangle Initiative 
established through the work of the ASEAN, PEMSEA, and many partners which demonstrates 
the region’s leadership in marine conservation. She highlighted some of the greatest 
contributions of the region, beginning with the importance of an integrated approach. Dr 
Karrer acknowledged PEMSEA’s work on integrated coastal zone management (ICZM), having 
assisted in building ICZM strategies throughout the region wherein projects have 
demonstrated integration across sectors, geographies, and stakeholders. This approach has 
also brought an importance at the GEF and is now a central tenet of the soon-to-be-agreed 
GEF-8 funding strategy focusing on integrated issues such as sustainable cities, food systems, 
and plastic pollution. 
  
Dr Karrer identified private sector engagement as another contribution of the region as the 
East Asian Seas has been collaborating with the private sector in two critical ways. First, the 
region has been working with businesses to adopt sustainable practices not only with fishers, 
dive operators, but also with coastal developers, insurance and shipping companies, 
agriculturists, and beyond. The region also brought in innovative financing including 
multilateral development banks such as the Asian Development Bank, World Bank, as well as 
impact investors such as Meloy Fund for fisheries and to circulate capital for plastic pollution. 
She shared that the GEF has been pleased to help catalyse these private sector partnerships 
and help innovate financing. Dr. Karrer emphasised that these two tenets, integration and 
private sector engagement, have been fundamental to the success of marine conservation 
efforts in the region and provided important lessons to the world. Finally, she expressed that 
GEF looks forward to working with the region to foster effective and successful transboundary 
cooperation with the networks of marine protected areas. 
 

2.4 Dr. Pornsri Suthanaruk, Deputy Director-General, Department of Marine and Coastal 
Resources, Thailand: 
  
On behalf of the Chair of the ASEAN Working Group on Coastal and Marine Environment 
(AWGCME), Dr. Pornsri Suthanaruk welcomed the participants and acknowledged the 
representatives of the ASEAN Working Group on Nature Conservation and Biodiversity 
(AWGNCB) and the AWGCME. She conveyed her appreciation to the ACB and PEMSEA for the 
efforts in conducting this session. 
  



 

Dr. Suthanaruk acknowledged the rich coastal and marine resources of the ASEAN region 
highlighting migratory species that do not recognise boundaries and move from country to 
another throughout their life cycle. Considering the importance of connectivity and the 
integrity of ecosystems, ICZM has been widely implemented in ASEAN region including the 
establishment of MPAs and use of Marine Spatial Planning which are among the various 
management tools that have been adopted following the ICZM principles. These efforts have 
been made to achieve the post-2020 global biodiversity targets in protecting and conserving 
30 per cent of terrestrial, inland waters, coastal, and ocean areas by 2030. Dr. Suthanaruk 
shared that other additional key factors such as effective governance, efficiency of biodiversity 
conservation in LMEs, financial mechanisms, public awareness, and collaboration among AMS 
are also important to success and play critical roles to maintain biodiversity and keep 
productive and healthy oceans. She underlined that the sharing of lessons learned and best 
practices will enhance capability to tackle the problems and minimise negative impacts on 
biodiversity and environment through mitigation and adaptation mechanisms. In addition, Dr. 
Suthanaruk noted that the establishment of nature-based solutions can encourage people to 
make responsible alternatives. 
  
For Dr. Suthanaruk, the session will help strengthen collaborations among AMS and will serve 
as an opportunity to express the views on how they can cooperate to conserve ecosystems. 
She added that the engagement of stakeholders across all levels will leverage the fulfillment 
of the 2050 vision of Living in Harmony with Nature. She wished the session a fruitful 
discussion to help develop concrete actions as a response to the post-2020 global biodiversity 
framework and as a support to relevant Sustainable Development Goals. 

 
3.0 KEYNOTE MESSAGE 

 
Dr. Jose E. Padilla, Regional Technical Adviser, Water and Oceans, Bangkok Regional Hub, of 
the UN Development Programme (UNDP), provided an overview of the importance of 
transboundary waters and emphasised that transboundary is the ‘norm’, not the exception, 
for world’s waters. He shared a short video to clarify further what is Large Marine Ecosystems 
(LMEs) and showed the map and coverage of the LMEs Hub, a regional perspective of the 
world’s ocean. He also highlighted in the map the coastal populations in the LMEs. 
 
Dr. Padilla discussed the GEF approach on Managing LMEs, where the Transboundary 
Diagnostic Analysis and Strategic Action Programme development approach for the 
management of LMEs are consistently used to develop management strategies. He shared 
that in Asia, GEF supported a large number of marine protected areas including the Sulu 
Celebes Seas (UNDP); Arafura and Timor Seas (UNDP); Yellow Sea (UNDP); East Asian Seas 
(UNDP); the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand (UNEP); Bay of Bengal (FAO); Indonesian 
Seas (FAO).  
 
He defined the Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis (TDA) as a mechanism to help the 
participating countries to 'agree on the facts' as  many conflicts are driven by perceptions and 
removing these can be an enormous step in itself. He also shared the objectives of the TDA, 
which are to identify & prioritise the transboundary problems; gather and interpret 
information on the environmental impacts and socio-economic consequences of each 
problem; analyse the immediate, underlying, and root causes for each problem, and in 
particular identify specific practices, sources, locations, and human activity sectors from which 
environmental degradation arises or threatens to arise.  
 



 

In addition to TDA, he also defined the Strategic Action Program as a regional policy 
framework that strengthens the participating countries’ individual and collective ability to 
contribute directly to actions. The Strategic Action Program also provides national and 
regional commitments to policy, legal and institutional reforms, and investments to remedy 
the root causes of priority transboundary issues identified in TDA. This is endorsed at the 
Ministerial level and  are seen in the various LMEs that UNDP supported.  
 
Dr. Padilla mentioned the common Transboundary Environmental Concerns in LMEs (from 
TDA) which include biodiversity loss-low MPA coverage; nutrient over-enrichment/hypoxia; 
overfishing; plastic pollution; and climate change. He discussed these threats in detail and 
proposed solutionssuch as increasing the MPA coverage and improving the management of 
MPAs to address the biodiversity loss. In terms of nutrient over-enrichment/hypoxia, Dr. 
Padilla discussed how to facilitate economic and policy incentives for fertilizer use efficiency, 
nitrogen recovery from wastewater, and enhancing nutrient sinks. To address the issue of 
overfishing, Dr. Padilla said that there’s a need to reduce negative fisheries subsidies ($16 
billion/year) and redirect to improve fisheries management, promote sustainable 
aquaculture, and MPAs; scale-up ITQs (up to $40 billion/yr), ensure social equity in ITQ 
allocation to small scale fishers (SSF), and ensure sound science, EBA, data sharing, the 
precautionary principle in RFMOs & LMEs. Among the solutions to plastic pollution as shared 
by Dr. Padilla, are supporting a circular economy; and global scaling up of proven mechanisms 
that deliver high percentage of plastic recovery and re-use (bottle bills, selected bans, 
incentives for producers to recover & re-use plastics, etc.). Meanwhile, there is a need to put 
a proper price on carbon emissions; remove fossil fuel subsidies; and set a minimum allowable 
ocean pH level to prevent further degradation from ocean acidification.   
 
Dr. Padilla highlighted that there are challenges in LME management such as the commitment 
of littoral countries towards transboundary management to address shared concerns, finding 
win-win solutions, to soften the short- and long-term impacts; lack of appreciation of the 
economic significance and value of the oceans; significant resources required to implement 
national and regional commitments beyond GEF financial support; and more meaningful 
engagement of stakeholders at the  local, national, regional levels.  

 
4.0 PRESENTATIONS ON TRANSBOUNDARY APPROACHES IN ASEAN 

 
4.1 ASEAN Heritage Parks Programme: Managing Network of Marine Protected Areas: 

 
Ms. Clarissa C. Arida, ACB’s Director for Programme Development and Implementation Unit, 
presented the ASEAN’s rich marine biodiversity, covering about 50 per cent of the Earth's 
water surface and one-third of the total surface of the world. She also shared the threats on 
the ASEAN’s coastal and marine ecosystems, which include habitat change, ineffective 
governance, overexploitation, pollution, climate change, among others.   
 
Ms. Arida’s presentation focused on the ACB’s role of the ACB in managing the ASEAN Heritage 
Parks Programme, am ASEAN flagship programme that manages a regional network of 
representative protected areas created to generate greater collaboration among  the AMS in 
preserving their shared natural heritage. She also highlighted the ACB’s efforts in providing 
support to protected area management planning, updating of management plans, 
establishing baseline information on species and ecosystems, and supporting livelihood and 
capacity building for law enforcement activities.  
 



 

She shared various regional platforms and venues in strengthening the AHP network, such as 
the ASEAN Conference on Biodiversity, AHP Conference, ASEAN Biodiversity Dashboard, and 
the ASEAN Clearing-House Mechanism. These platforms aim to enhance knowledge-sharing 
and foster camaraderie and networking among AHP managers and other stakeholders. She 
also shared key regional programmes and initiatives providing support in sustaining the AHP 
network which includes the ASEAN Flyway Network, Biodiversity Conservation and 
Management of Protected Areas in ASEAN (BCAMP) Project, Small Grants Programme (SGP), 
Institutional Strengthening of the Biodiversity Sector in ASEAN (ISB) Project, and Mobilising 
Stakeholders to Inform the Development of a Science-based Decision Support System for 
Coastal Wetlands in ASEAN Region Project.  
 
Ms. Arida emphasised the need to enhance regional cooperation in sustaining the network of 
MPAs in ASEAN through cross-sectoral and cross-pillar collaboration, including the 
collaborative management of MPAs and partnerhships across MPA networks, and cross-
sectoral framework towards the conservation of threatened species in the ASEAN including 
marine species.  
 
Some of the ways forward that Ms. Arida highlighted include support to science-based 
approaches to fill in gaps in MPA and connectivity science; engagement of stakeholders to 
support and manage networks of MPAs and encourage more MPA nominations for AHPs; 
improve knowledge management and sharing of knowledge products to scale up or replicate 
sustainable management of MPAs, MPA networks, and marine corridors; capacity building 
towards effective MPA management; engagement of indigenous peoples and local 
communities (IPLCs); combating marine debris in ASEAN; and strengthening the AHP 
Programme through the post-2020 global biodiversity framework. 
 

4.2 ASEAN Flyway Network  
 
Ms. Yang Shufen, Director of the Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve, National Parks Board, 
Singapore introduced the East-Asian Australasian Partnership (EAAFP) which is one of the 
partnerships in the region focusing on the conservation of migratory birds and their habitats. 
She emphasised how these wetlands and birds connect the countries together.  
 
Ms Yang shared the establishment of the ASEAN Flyway Network (AFN) and its framework 
composed of the national focal points as core members and partners, NGOs, and academe as 
non-core members. The network helps facilitate the sharing and exchange of knowledge and 
best practices, support for collaboration at a site level, implementation of activities when 
funding is available, among others. Ms Yang added that the AFN operates as a virtual network 
where collaborative activities, partnerships, and workshops can be done when funding 
opportunities arise.  
 
Ms Yang presented the AFN project, Improving Biodiversity Conservation of Wetlands and 
Migratory Waterbirds in the ASEAN Region, which was supported by the Government of Japan 
through the Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund in 2017. This allowed the network to carry out 
essential work to support science-based policies. The project was co-led by Singapore and the 
ACB with support from the AMS and inputs from the EAAFP Secretariat and NGOs such as 
Wetlands International and BirdLife International. The project consists of four areas including 
establishing a functioning AFN, addressing data gaps, capacity building, and CEPA. The outputs 
of Phase I of the project include regional meetings and national planning workshops, as well 
as data collection in existing and potential flyway network sites and priority coastal areas. 
Finally, Ms Yang shared the future activities of the network including the Phase II of the project 



 

which focuses on organising regional and national workshops and increasing capacities 
through training on bird identification, wetland ecology, among others.  
 

4.3 Transboundary approaches in ASEAN: Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries, and 
Food Security (CTI-CFF)   
 
Dr. Gregory Bennett, CTI-CFF Technical Program Senior Manager, provided an overview of the 
global outlook on coral reefs. Between 2009 and 2018, the continuous rise in sea temperature 
cost the world 14 per cent of its coral reefs. This was similarly reported In the Sixth Status of 
Corals of the World: 2020 Report, where it was revealed that sharp declines in coral cover, 
correspond with rapid increases in sea surface temperatures, indicating their vulnerability to 
temperature spikes, and found that this phenomenon is likely to increase as the planet 
continues to warm. 
 
The CTI-CFF was formed in 2009 with the multilateral partnership of six countries: Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Solomon Islands and Timor-Leste, led by the 
National Coordinating Committees (NCC), CTI Strategic Partners and Collaborators.  Dr. 
Bennett  shared the 10-year CTI-CFF Regional Plan of Action adopted in Leaders’ Summit in 
2009 which includes five goals, 10-targets, and 37-regional activities.   
 
Dr. Bennett likewise shared the examples of MPAs in coastal and marine habitats that are 
deemed critical to the sustainability of migratory/transboundary marine turtle populations in 
Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines. He stressed that the marine turtles protected area 
network (MTPAN) in the Sulu-Sulawesi Seascape is among the key programs in which 
transboundary cooperation could take place.  
 
In July 2018, the CTI-CFF held a Sulu-Sulawesi Seascape Regional Convergence Meeting: 
Toward Establishing Transboundary Coordination where some recommendations on 
facilitating the establishment of the regional or tri-national MPA network were discussed, 
along with the transboundary cooperation within the region towards the protection of marine 
turtle habitats and fisheries management.  The convergence meeting also served to follow up 
the capacity needs assessment of thepartners.  
Dr. Bennet shared some future projects and proposals related to MPA networks and 
transboundary/connectivity issues. He called for the close cooperation among the Members 
Countries, Partners and other stakeholders on the connectivity and transboundary issues of 
reefs, fish and relevant resources/services; the conduct of capacity building for the 
stakeholders in transboundary and connectivity issues and management; and the 
strengthening of the relevant technical working groups. 
 

4.4 Designing Resilient MPA Network in the Arafura and Timor Seas Region  
 
Dr. Handoko Adi Susanto provided an overview of the geographical coverage of the Arafura 
Timor Seas Ecosystem Action Plan (ATSEA) and the various biodiversity resources found in the 
area and the globally threatened marine megafauna including migratory, rare, and threatened 
species (e.g., turtles, dugongs, birds, cetaceans, sharks and rays).  
 
Dr. Susanto highlighted that marine ecosystems provide important goods and services such as 
food and livelihoods from fisheries, aquaculture and marine tourism; coastal protection/flood 
control; and carbon sequestration but they are being threatened by anthropogenic factors 
such as unsustainable harvesting, habitat loss, industry (oil and gas exploration/ extraction, 
shipping), marine and land-based pollution, and climate change. He said that MPAs 



 

(particularly in no-take areas) can be powerful tools, but they can only be effective if they are 
managed effectively. 
 
With the support of the Australian Government, second phase of the ATSEA Programme which 
is a regional partnership involving the Governments of Indonesia, Timor-Leste and Papua New 
Guinea, aims to collectively manage marine and fisheries resources to promote sustainable 
development and ensure the economic growth of the coastal people in the transboundary 
area through the of restoration, conservation and sustainable management of marine-coastal 
ecosystems approach. The planning tool used was Systematic Conservation Planning Tool – 
Marxan and Spatial Analysis.  
 
Dr. Susanto then presented the five steps of the MPA Network design and the Resilient MPA 
Network for ATS Region from the regional and national consultations among key stakeholders 
composed of ninety-three existing and proposed MPAs with a total area 271,588 km2, twenty 
AOIs with a total area of 29,385 square kilometres. He also mentioned the targets and updates 
on marine conservations per country such as in Indonesia and Timor-Leste where results 
showed some gaps in MPA coverage for some conservation targets.  
 
He further emphasised that this was the first iteration of an MPA network design for the ATS 
region which was built from existing MPAs/Marine Spatial Plans from each country. The use 
of best available data and best practices to identify gaps in the existing MPA networkallowed 
them to ensure adequate representation of shallow and deepwater habitats, conserve critical 
areas not currently protected (e.g. turtle nesting beaches, areas important for other ERT 
species, shipwrecks and airline wrecks), consider connectivity, maximise benefits for fisheries, 
and consider climate change vulnerability assessment. Although there were some limitations, 
this iteration managed to achieve targets while minimising the impact of resource utilisation 
such as capture fisheries, oil and gas mining, shipping, among others. 
 
Moving forward, Dr. Susanto highlighted some points including validating areas of interest 
(ground-truthed to ensure they will provide the expected benefits for the MPA network) and 
discussing proposals for new MPAs among the local stakeholders; conducting more detailed 
and comprehensive stakeholder consultations in each of the four countries; zoning all MPAs 
in the region using scientific design criteria and compiling the zoning plans in a regional 
database; and addressing research priorities to refine the design, particularly regarding 
modelling and mapping connectivity (larval dispersal), fishing pressure and the impacts of 
climate change on key habitats and species throughout the region. 

  
5.0 OPEN FORUM 
 

The floor was opened for questions from the attendees of the session. The speakers addressed 
them as summarised below: 
 
QUESTION 1. Is there any monitoring mechanism at the ASEAN level for management of the 
ASEAN Heritage Parks? Can an AHP be delisted as a sanction for bad management by the 
ASEAN Member State?  
  

Ms. Clarissa Arida: As the AHP Programme Secretariat, the ACB monitors and evaluates 
existing AHP sites. AHP Managers are requested to submit Annual Reports. There is no 
policy yet on delisting AHPs but it is being considered in the current AHP Regional Action 
Plan (RAP) review and assessment of  the selected key areas of the AHP Programme. 

  



 

QUESTION 2. What have been the most successful cases or lessons learned in engaging multi-
country engagement in implementing LME level conservation and how can we expand the role 
of private sector and coastal communities in addressing the threats in LMEs, especially in 
addressing the biodiversity loss, plastic pollution and acidification? 
  

Dr. Jose Padilla: With respect to the initiatives to the LMEs, the projects supported by 
the GEF and implemented agencies including UNDP and UNEP, provided forum on 
shared environmental concerns. Countries, for instance, have agreed to put in place a 
regional coordination mechanism to discuss issues and to agree on the implementation 
of the Strategic Action Programme that is a part of the LME projects. This continued 
after the project was completed, as seen in the Yellow Sea and in East Asia. PEMSEA 
itself originated from a UNDP GEF project and has now evolved into what it is now as 
an intergovernmental organisation. The participation of the different stakeholders is 
important. For instance, the private sector can put in place wastewater treatment plans 
to manage nutrient loading which primarily comes from industrial and commercial 
wastes. . Ecotourism is a big activity, within MPAs in LMEs, and tourism is also driven by 
the private sector. We have seen the private sector play an important role in awareness 
raising in some protected areas such as the Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park. Multi-
stakeholders participation is key to the success of the initiatives in LMEs. Perhaps the 
most crucial point is the willingness of the countries to work together in addressing, 
common issues. 

 
QUESTION 3. How are migratory species protected at the  global level and are there similar 
initiatives outside of ASEAN that are doing these? 
  

Ms. Yang Shufen: Yes. There are about 10 recognised flyways in the world, some of 
which have their own regional initiatives, while others have successful small initiatives. 
One of the critical flyways that needs international attention is the East Asian-
Australasian Flyway. The ASEAN region is an important transit where the migratory 
birds travel every year and the EAAF hosts a few millions of migratory birds, one of the 
most diverse, and the largest number of threatened species. If conservation actions do 
not click in the next decade there are many migratory waterbird species that are at risk 
of extinction, one of this is the  commonly known Spoon-bill Sandpiper.  

 
QUESTION 4. You mentioned Capacity Building in the Way Forward of your presentation. 
What kind of “capacities” are these, and how could they contribute to effective transboundary 
management? 
  

Dr. Gregory Bennet: Within the CTI region, there are three countries from the ASEAN 
region and three from the Pacific region and we’ve seen their different approaches, 
particularly through the different seascapes. Basically, what we want to emphasise is 
having a scale of approach where countries have the skills to pick up the regional 
programme and join these initiatives. This is one of the capacity building that CTI is 
looking at, and the strengthening of activities in the region with lacking capacity and 
resources, to put them in the same platform. 

 
QUESTION 5. How can we fast track addressing the gaps in MPA coverage for some 
conservation targets given the various intervening issues that the countries are facing? 
  

Dr. Handoko Adi Susanto: When we identify the gaps, we use a scientific design on 
what we want to conserve. For example, when it comes to marine turtles, we need to 



 

understand their migratory route, life cycle, feeding behavior, and so on. We have many 
references, we have guidance on how to design the MPA network, and on how to 
identify the gaps. As mentioned before, this is quite challenging because we could not 
travel and do field observation since the pandemic, but we use existing information like 
MPS and other data. 

 
QUESTION 6. What are the latest scientific findings on the impacts of these heritage parks like 
spillover effects of fish, sustainable tourism development, improved sustainable livelihood 
development of local communities, among others? 
  

Ms. Clarissa Arida: The ACB conducts regional and national studies on the value of these 
AHPs and how the years of protecting these parks have benefited the local 
communities. The ACB ensures that benefits from the regional and site initiatives being 
supported will be sustained. For example, sustainable livelihood support to local 
communities in AHP mangrove ecosystems sites such as in Meinmahla Kyun Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Myanmar. The sustainable conservation financing support through the EU-
BCAMP project aims to address threats to biodiversity in and around the parks through 
alternative livelihood support. 

 
QUESTION 7. The Turtle Islands Heritage Protected Area (TIHPA) harbours the largest nesting 
aggregation of green turtles in the entire ASEAN Region and is the world's first  Transboundary 
Protected Area for Green Turtles and formally established through a MOA between Malaysia 
and the Philippines. Does TIHPA qualify as an AHP and are there initiatives to establish it as 
such?  
  

Ms. Clarissa Arida: The AHP Secretariat continues to consult both the Philippines and 
Malaysia for the nomination of TIHPA. As a transboundary protected area, the 
Ministries of Environment and Foreign Affairs should be included in the discussion for 
the preparation of the nomination of the protected area. 

 
QUESTION 8. Dr. Lim made a reference to the target of designating 30er cent of terrestrial, 
inland waters, coastal, and marine areas on earth as protected areas or other effectively 
conserved area-based measures (OECM) in the draft post-2020 GBF. Yet the status quo of 
MPA coverage in LMEs in ASEAN region is even far below the Aichi Target of 10 per cent. The 
ASEAN position at the CBD COP high level segment in Kunming is to have an ambitious and 
realistic GBF. The question is, from the ACB perspective, what percentage of coastal and 
marine areas in ASEAN seas designated as MPA or OECMs will be realistic in the coming 
decade, taking into consideration their connectivity, effectiveness in management and respect 
of the rights of the IPLCs?  
  

Ms. Clarissa Arida: The ASEAN aspires for realistic targets and indicators in the post 
2020 GBF taking into account national circumstances. The  ACB in partnership with a 
number of international and regional partners is undertaking a science-based 
assessment to identify marine areas which the ASEAN can use as a basis in expanding 
PA coverage. The 30per cent target in the GBF is a global target and we are also 
supporting ASEAN countries in assessing potential OECMs sites. 

 
QUESTION 9. What do you think about the current solution of setting up portable MPAs 
today? Is it more effective than permanent MPAs in preserving biodiversity in ASEAN? 
  



 

Ms. Clarissa Arida: You may be referring to temporal or seasonal MPAs when you refer 
to portable MPAs. Seasonal closure of MPAs are practised for fish sanctuaries MPAs and 
there is great potential for effective area-based conservation in conserving fish stocks 
and allow for coral or seagrass growth. The more common ones are the permanent 
MPAs but temporal MPAs could be an effective part of OECMs. 

 
QUESTION 10. How to make the MPA transboundary operational in the field, while the 
regulations in each country are different? What are the concrete steps that will be taken, apart 
from the cooperation that has been carried out so far. 
  

Dr. Jose Padilla: The transboundary MPA that comes to mind is the Turtle Island 
Heritage Protected Area shared by Philippines and Malaysia. From my recollection, the 
two countries jointly developed the management plan and coordinated its 
implementation in recognition of the high concentration of turtle nesting areas located 
in the islands. There are national and regional actions in place. There is continuing effort 
and our colleagues from the Philippines and Malaysia could provide further information 
on the arrangements and lessons learned. 

  
QUESTION 11. You have very nicely identified the market and policy failures underlying the 
current problems, and clearly identified policy and market solutions. But the real issue is how 
to get these policy and market solutions adopted and put into practice? To help us understand 
how that may be achieved, could you share some examples where policy and market failures 
in relation to natural resource management have been successfully addressed in the region in 
the last 10 years, and the key success factors in achieving those changes? 
  

Dr. Jose Padilla: Policy making is complex as you are aware due to multiple objectives 
that are oftentimes conflicting. For instance, in pricing fertilizer, subsidies target the 
farmers yet the externalities are not at all factored in. There has been success in 
developed countries in this regard as the experience in the Danube river has shown. In 
the ASEAN, it may be difficult to advocate but there are positive developments such as 
in organic farming, though still very limited. Organic farming addresses health concerns 
but has co-benefits. Fisheries subsidies are not prevalent in the ASEAN as far as I know 
- it is more of an issue for EU countries that enables them to fish around the world. Fuel 
subsidies particularly for diesel face the same concern. Market solutions are usually 
outside of the sector and there is a need to cast a wider net in finding solutions. 

  
QUESTION 12. If sustainability of LMEs would partly require sound science, how much 
investment is given to doing sound science in LMEs, particularly in ASEAN? 
  

Dr. Jose Padilla: Let me respond to this from the LME projects funded by the GEF. The 
TDA which is a scientific exercise is supported as part of the foundational projects by 
the GEF and the amount allocated differs across LMEs. Unfortunately, I could not 
provide an exact figure but you may check the project database in the GEF website. 
However, there is much more science needed than what the GEF could support. While 
the science work needs to be site specific but in the absence of studies, a 'distant' 
second best solution is by looking at the results of studies completed elsewhere to 
provide information on magnitudes and directions of impacts. There are accessible 
global databases that one may check. 

 
 

 



 

6.0 VIRTUAL POSTER PRESENTATIONS ON TRANSBOUNDARY INITIATIVES 
 

The event also featured a virtual poster presentations on initiatives and projects that consist 
of collaborative efforts with larger seascapes and promote transboundary cooperation on 
MPAs to address issues and threats concerning the management effectiveness of these 
habitats.  
 

6.1 ASEAN Biodiversity Dashboard: 
 
Dr. Arvin Diesmos, ACB’s Director for Biodiversity Information Management Unit,  presented 
the ASEAN Biodiversity Dashboard which is a knowledge management platform that houses 
valuable information on the region’s biodiversity. The dashboard is a repository for 
biodiversity data consisting of species, habitats, protected areas, indicators, among others to 
support conservation initiatives. 
 
The dashboard contains data-rich updated information from official sources and from the 
ASEAN Member States, collated by the ACB with support from the European Union, and 
NatureServe.  The platform is highly interactive, which allows for increased access for 
scientists, policymakers and the public. 
 

6.2 Collaborational Management in Wakatobi National Park:   
 
Ms. Arista Setyaningrum, Park Officer of Wakatobi National Parkin Southeast Sulawesi, 

Indonesia, introduced the Wakatobi National Park by describing it as the second-largest 

national park in Indonesia with 1,320,987 hectares, 97per cent of which covers the marine 

area. The Park is also considered as part of the Heart of the Coral Triangle Center. Ms. 

Setyaningrum focused on their collaborative management efforts and enumerated the eight 

conservation targets of the Park which include the coral reefs, mangroves, seagrass, high 

economic value fish, cetaceans, birds, sea turtle and spawning aggregation sites. 

  

She also presented the various strategies of the Park in relation to its carrying capacity. Each 

area of the Park is identified according to its designated function such as resource use 

zonation, tourism development, sustainable fisheries and eco-tourism. She illustrated the 

resource use zonation strategy by showing the map indicating the various uses of the Park 

and their respective users. These include the core use zone which has very limited human 

activities and other multiple-use zones for traditional fishing, seaweed cultivation, tourism, 

navigation and others, therefore emphasising the avoidance of disruption of economic 

activities while continuing the other activities to safeguard the park. She added that this 

demonstrates the collaborative agreements between business operators, tourism operators, 

and conservation managers. 

  

Ms. Setyaningrum shared the permitting system enforced among the resource users in the 

Park. One is the Business Permit issued for the provision of nature tourism services while the 

other is the Conservation Area Entry Permit used for the activities inside the conservation area 

other than the activities regulated in the business permit policy. She also highlighted the 

partnership strategies across all the islands in the park that involve the government sector, 

local communities and private sector that contribute to ecosystem restoration, park 

management and other relevant coastal development activities. Ms. Setyaningrum 



 

enumerated some of the local community groups working with the Wakatobi Park 

Management team in protecting the Park. Lastly, she  stressed that protecting marine 

ecosystems is equal to protecting our life. 

 
6.3 Ecological Restoration in Lampi Marine National Park: 
 

Ms. Phyo Thuzar Win, Staff Officer of Nature and Wildlife Conservation Division, Forest 
Departmentshared the ongoing national effort on restoring terrestrial and aquatic protected 
areas in Myanmar which contributes to the transboundary cooperation for countries along 
the Andaman Sea. She emphasised the contribution of the Re-establishing Natural Habitats 
(RNH) Programme in achieving Myanmar’s commitment to international agreements such as 
the Paris Agreement, UN Sustainable Goal 14, and Target 3 of the post-2020 global 
biodiversity framework.  
 
The RNH Programme is a 10-year, government-led project being implemented from 2019 to 
2028). Among the different government ministries and organizations involved in the 
implementation of the programme are the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Conservation, Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, and Irrigation, Navy, Myeik University, and 
Istituto Oikos. Ms. Win shared the two major components of the RNH Programme - 
Restoration and Protection. She highlighted that the outputs of the Programme include the 
following: (i) coral reef restoration; (ii) reduce threats and safeguard the biodiversity and 
ecosystems; (iii) maintain freshwater resources; (iv) enhancing livelihood and improving local 
stakeholders’ awareness and participation; and (v) capacity building.  
 
The Lampi Marine National Park, located in Bokepyin Township, Tanitharyi Region of Myeik 
Archipelago, is part of the RNH Programme. The park is one of the nine marine ASEAN Heritage 
Parks in the region and home to important species such as coral reefs, hornbill, and lesser-
mouse deer. The area also served as the mother island of the Moken Sea Gypsies. She 
described the ecological threats in the area which include the following: (i) increasing human 
population and fishing boats; (ii) loss of forest cover for agriculture expansion; (iii) changes in 
ocean circulation due to climate change; (iv) sand mining; and (v) weak legal frameworks 
related to environmental management.  
 
Ms. Win underlined the importance of transboundary cooperation for more effective 
protection of the marine park. She also highlighted the following areas for transboundary 
cooperation such as coral reef restoration, reef-based ecotourism, marine litter, habitat 
protection and migratory species conservation. 

 
6.4 Managing Renewable Natural Resources in Tarutao National Park Area: 

 
Mr. Chaiyapruk Werawong, Senior Forest Officer of Tarutao National Park began his 
presentation by showing the resource map in the area which indicates core use zone, 
navigation, recreation, traditional fishing and special use zones, highlighting various 
ecosystem services provided by the Park. He also shared the major environmental issues in 
the Park and the various conservation objectives by the park management. Overall, the park 
initiatives hope to control and revive the condition of the natural resources in the area. Mr. 
Werawong added that the intended conservation outputs specifically include the increase of 
the number of aquatic animals and nursery grounds, decrease of the resource usage in the 
project area, and control illegal fishing for stopping catch embryos or aquatic animals in 
nursery grounds. 
  



 

Mr. Werawong also showed various tourism destinations and activities offered in the Park 
including the geological features of Tarutao National Park which covers several islands and 
large portions of limestone, emphasising that the area is valuable for international tourism 
and the local economy. He also shared the intensive marine law enforcement activities in the 
Park such as reconnaissance patrols (both sea and land-based), covering almost 80per cent of 
Tarutao park area, as well as data gathering that contributes to effective management of the 
protected area. 
  
Mr. Werawong enumerated some of the management activities by the Protected Area 
Committee of Tarutao, which is a multi-stakeholder group tasked to cooperate for sustainable 
resources, such as marine debris collection, installation of buoys and coral reef monitoring.   
 

6.5 Potential of Abandoned, Underutilized and Undeveloped, Aquaculture Ponds and Mangrove 
Greenbelts as Blue Carbon Incentives in the Philippines: 
 
Mr. Terence Dacles, Senior Advisor of the ProCoast Project of Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, discussed a brief background on the Sustainable 
Coastal Protection through Biodiversity Conservation in Coastal Ecosystems Affected By 
Typhoons in the Philippines or the ProCoast Project. Mr. Dacles shared that they are working 
with the Biodiversity Management Bureau of the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources and the Zoological Society of London in implementing this project which aims to 
establish marine protected areas, focusing on mangrove restoration and conservation, and 
setting up greenbelts in the Philippines. He mentioned that the project has the following work 
packages: (i) policy advice and capacity development; (ii) dissemination of best practices via 
Centers of Learning; and (iii) Knowledge Management and Awareness-raising. He emphasised 
that the project conducts a Training of Trainers on mangrove and beach rehabilitation, 
focusing on mangrove ecopark green grey engineering.  
Mr. Dacles highlighted the challenges faced by operating and managing fishponds and 
explained that fishpond operations in public land require a Fishpond Lease Agreement with 
the Department of Agriculture Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (25 years lease to 
50 years maximum). He shared that a lot of fishponds in the Philippines are abandoned, 
underutilized and undeveloped (AUU). Thus, the project focuses on the reversion and 
restoration of these abandoned ponds. He shared the case of the Municipality of Leganes of 
Iloilo City where abandoned fishponds were converted as mangrove eco-parks.  
 
He also shared the study conducted with support from the Zoological Society of London which 
showed that fishpond reversion to mangrove forest could sequester 21,000 to 28,000 tons of 
carbon dioxide over 6.5 years. He also emphasised that the project promotes mangrove 
greenbelts by conducting a number of studies to show the potential of using greenbelts as a 
means of protecting the coast.  The studies also show that ponds yield higher blue carbon 
stocks than seafront rehabilitation. Given these benefits of AUU, Mr. Daclesstressed the 
importance of prioritising AUU pond reversion and mangrove greenbelts at the national level 
in order to facilitate mangrove as one of the Nationally Determined Contributions of the 
country. As a way forward, the project together with the local government and other 
stakeholders are establishing mangrove integrated ecoparks and marine protected areas.  

 
6.6 ASEAN-Norwegian cooperation project on local capacity building for reducing plastic 

pollution in the ASEAN region (ASEANO): 
 
Mr. Thomas Bell, Science and Communications Manager of PEMSEA Resource Facility 
discussed the ASEANO project which focuses on understanding global plastic pollution in this 



 

region, emphasising its complexity and challenges brought by interdependent environmental 
and socioeconomic system compounded by the lack of information on many aspects of the 
plastic life cycle. The project aims to identify clear and replicable measures that can be used 
at a river-basin level and focuses on key aspects of monitoring and capacity from which 
succeeding actions may emanate from. 
 
The pilot sites were identified in Indonesia and the Philippines which allows comparison and 
possible lessons learned that can be useful across the region. Mr Bell shared that the project 
uses the source-to-sea approach throughout river basins with distinct local and national 
boundaries; hence, requiring effective coordination and cooperation. The project gathered 
available baseline studies including existing knowledge and the overlapping local, provincial, 
and national laws and regulations which are used to analyse information gaps. Mr. Bell also 
pointed out another crucial aspect which is understanding the relationship of plastic within 
communities, businesses and other sectors. The project looked at public attitude and 
knowledge regarding plastic pollution since any long-term solution needs societal 
understanding especially on the culture and common practices (e.g. tingi culture in the 
Philippines). He shared that the initial result shows high awareness on the general topic of 
plastic pollution, its impact, and importance of recycling and reduction, but low awareness on 
the initiatives taken by the local government to reduce plastic pollution. Noting the disconnect 
between understanding the problem and its solution, Mr Bell added that this could be 
compared with other river basins and replicated in other countries to see if it is a common 
gap that can be addressed. 
 
Mr Bell underlined that the sites identified for this project are located in highly populated 
areas and connect to major rivers; hence, the impact of plastic pollution affects large urban 
communities. The lessons learned from this project can be compared and replicated to other 
river basins in the region, as well as the importance of developing solutions that work at a 
local level.   



 

7.0 VISUAL SUMMARIES 
 
The event was concluded by presenting the visual summaries below which captured the 
highlights of the session.  

 

 
Presentations on transboundary approaches in ASEAN 

 

 
Virtual poster presentations  

 



 

ANNEX 1. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS FROM THE COLLAB. 
 

The recommended actions identified are as follows: 
  

a. Strengthen support for collaborative initiatives, networking, and partnerships within the 
region to encourage transboundary cooperation among MPAs; 

 
b. Strengthen governance in MPAs and enhance cooperation with local governments and key 

stakeholders; 
 
c. Enhancement of management plans and establishment of sustainable financing 

mechanisms in MPAs; 
 
d. Improve knowledge management and sharing of knowledge products to scale-up or 

replicate initiatives in MPA networks; 
 
e. Identify marine corridors and expand networks of MPAs based on connectivity science and 

other science-based approaches; and 
 
f. Strengthen capacity building towards effective transboundary MPA management such as 

core capacities and skills on ICM, MSP, and other monitoring and evaluation tools. 
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and Implementation Unit 

mapsaguin@aseanbiodiversity.org 

Ms. ACB Re Ranada ICT Officer, Finance and Administration rarranada@aseanbiodiversity.org 

Ms. Rhia Galsim Programme Officer, Programme 
Development and Implementation 

rcgalsim@aseanbiodiversity.org 

Ms. Kaye Dalioan Executive Associate, Office of the Executive 
Director 

kabdalioan@aseanbiodiversity.org 

Ms. Southida 
Souliyavong 

BCAMP Lao National Project Manager,  and 
ACB National Coordinator, Programme 
Development and Implementation 

ssouliyavong@aseanbiodiversity.org 

Ms. Utharat Suksumake BCAMP National Project Manager for 
Thailand 

usuksumake@aseanbiodiversity.org 

Ms. Pauline Carmel Joy 
Eje 

CHM & KM Officer, Biodiversity Information 
Management 

pcjeje@aseanbiodiversity.org 

Mrs. Pamela Reblora Devcom Officer, Communication and Public 
Affairs 

pqreblora@aseanbiodiversity.org 



 

Ms. Nosrat 
Ravichandran 

Protected Area Specialist, Program 
Development and Implementation 

cmcarlos@aseanbiodiversity.org 

Mr. Carlo Carlos Planning Specialist, Office of the Executive 
Director 

cmcarlos@aseanbiodiversity.org 

Ms. Marya Laya 
Espaldon 

Programme Associate, PDI mloespaldon@aseanbiodiversity.org 

Ms. Genalyn Bagon-
Soriano 

Unit Head, Finance and Administration gabsoriano@aseanbiodiversity.org 

3 IMO-IPIECA Global Initiative 
for Southeast Asia 

Mr. Nai Ming Lee Project Manager, IMO-IPIECA Global 
Initiative for Southeast Asia 

naiming.lee@ipieca.org 

4 International Maritime 
Management & Consultancy 
(IMMC) / International Ocean 
Institute (IOI), Singapore-
Focal Point 

Dr. Jai Acharya Principal Consultant / Director, Maritime / 
Ocean Governance 

jaiacharya@gmail.com 

5 Korea Institute of Ocean 
Science and Technology 
(KIOST) 

Mr. Suk-Jae Kwon Director, Internation Cooperation sjkwon@kiost.ac.kr 

6 Korea Maritime Institute 
(KMI) 

Mr. Jungho Nam Deputy President, Marine Policy Research 
Division 

jhnam@kmi.re.kr 

Ms. Hee-Jung Choi Reseacher, MSP Research Center chj1013@kmi.re.kr 

7 Oil Spill Response Ltd Mr. Norman Ramos Principal Consultant, T&C norman.ramos18@gmail.com 



 

Ms. Dong Xin Manager, Training and Consultancy dongxin@oilspillresponse.com 

Ms. Samantha  Chong Preparedness Solutions Advisor  samanthachong@oilspillresponse.com 

Mr. Jeffrey Leng APAC Preparedness Solutions Advisor, Sales JeffreyLeng@oilspillresponse.com 

 
 
OBSERVERS  
 
 

Institution Name Position Email 

Xiamen University, China Ms. Lusita Meilana Research Assistant, College of the 
Environment and Ecology 

lusitameilana@stu.xmu.edu.cn 

Dr. Qinhua Fang Professor, Coastal and Ocean 
Management Institute 

qhfang@xmu.edu.cn 

Ms. Shuo Wang Ph.D. student 595923423@qq.com 

Ms. Aria Zhao Ph.D.Student, Environment 
Management 

lilymoon518@sina.com 

Ms. Yang Zhang Student, Coastal and Ocean 
Management Institute 

zhangyang_fj@163.com 

University of Wollongong, China Ms. Yulu Liu PhD candidate, ANCORS, Faculty of 
Business and Law 

yl841@uowmail.edu.au 

State Key Laboratory of Marine 
Pollution, City University of Hong 

Mr. Kenneth Leung 34427198 kmyleung@cityu.edu.hk 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Kong, China 

Shanghai Jiaotong University, 
China 

Ms. Joey PHD candidate, Koguan School of Law joeymiao@sjtu.edu.cn 

First Institute of Oceanography,  
MNR, PR China 

Mr. Zhaohui Zhang Professor, Marine Ecology Research 
Center 

zhang@fio.org.cn 

South China Institute of 
Environmental Sciences 

Dr. Y. Yu Center of Marine Environmental 
Research 

yuyunjun@scies.org 

Liger Leadership Academy, 
Cambodia 

Mariya Phan Student mariya.p@ligercambodia.org 

Panharith Pov Student panharith.p@ligercambodia.org 

Mr. Norakvitou Saroeun Student norakvitou.s@ligercambodia.org 

Mr. William Taylor Learning Facilitator (Biology), Science william.t@ligercambodia.org 

Raksa Chea Student raksa.c@ligercambodia.org 

Sasakawa Peace Foundation, 
Japan 

Ms. Xiang Gao 東京都, Ocean Policy Research Institute x-gao@spf.or.jp 

Institute for Global 
Environmental Strategies (IGES), 
Japan 

Mr. Amila Abeynayaka Policy Researcher (marine plastic litter), 
IGES Centre Collaborating with UNEP on 
Environmental Technologies (CCET) 

abeynayaka@iges.or.jp 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Daejin University, Korea Mr. Cheolkyu Maeng Professor, International Commerce maengcap@gmail.com 

Bay of Bengal LME Programme, 
Germany 

Dr. Rudolf Hermes FAO Consultant, FAO-RAP rudolf.hermes@boblme.org 

IPB University, Indonesia Ms. Pratita UTAMI Graduate Student, Marine Economic pratitabudiutami@gmail.com 

Ms. Isdahartati Isdahartati Researcher, PKSPL IPB University isdahartatie@pksplipb.or.id 

CTI-CFF RS Manado, Indonesia Mr. Muhammad Ichsan Technical Program Manager, Program 
Services 

muhammad.ichsan@cticff.org 

The Global Environment Facility, 
USA 

Dr. Leah Karrer Senior Program Manager, International 
Waters 

lkarrer@thegef.org 

The Ocean Foundation, USA Ms. Courtnie Park Program Associate, Blue Resilience 
Initiative 

cpark@oceanfdn.org 

ClimateWorks Australia Dr. Sali Bache International Policy and Oceans sali.bache@climateworksaustralia.org 

Ms. Aisha Reynolds Senior Policy Analyst aisha.reynolds@climateworksaustralia.o
rg 

Institut Teknologi Sepuluh 
Nopember, Indonesia 

Prof. I Ketut Aria Pria Utama Head of Research Centre of Marine-
Earth Science and Technology, 
Directorate of Research and Community 
Services (DRPM) 

kutama@na.its.ac.id 

Yayasan PILI, Indonesia Ms. Ajeng Miranti Putri Field Coordinator, Rote Ndao Site ajeng.m.putri@gmail.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

PILI Green Network, Indonesia Ms. Nur Indah Ristiana Field Team Leader, Fisheries and Marine 
Project 

nurindah.ristiana@gmail.com 

Mr. Berliansah Kurniawan Assistant Field Coordinator, Kupang Site 
Office 

berliansahkurniawan@gmail.com 
 

Isabela Power Corporation, 
Philippines 

Mr. Bienvenido Ian Cascon Jr. Senior Environmental and Social 
Compliance Officer, ESSH 

jbcascon@gmail.com 

International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 
Thailand  

Ms. Maeve Nightingale Senior Programme Officer, Science and 
Strategy Group 

Maeve.Nightingale@iucn.org 

Sustainable Asia, Hong Kong and 
USA 

Ms. Marcy Trent Long Executive Producer, Sustainable Asia 
Podcast 

sustainableasia.co@gmail.com 

LGU-Calbayog City, Philippines Mr. Pedro Don II Saborrido Asst. CPDC, City Planning & 
Development Office 

donsab69@yahoo.com 

Malaysian Nature Society Mr. Sonny Wong Wetlands-Marine Programme Manager, 
Conservation Division 

conservation2@mns.org.my 

Universiti Malaya, Malaysia Dr. Hong Ching Goh Associate Professor, Department of 
Urban and Regional Planning 

gohhc@um.edu.my 

Ms. Amy Then Lecturer, Institute of Biological Sciences amy_then@um.edu.my 

Universiti Sains, Malaysia Dato Aileen Tan Professor/ Director, Centre For Marine 
& Coastal Studies 

aileen@usm.my 

Dr. Abe Woo Lecturer, CEMACS abe_woo@hotmail.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Sabah Parks, Malaysia Mr. Yassin Miki Assistant Director, Protection and 
Enforcement 

Ymiki84@yahoo.com 

SEI, Thailand  Mr. Albert Salamanca SRf, Asia  albert.salamanca@sei.org 

SGS, Thailand Mr. Tatsuro Yoshimura Sales Coordinator, Sales Division tatsuro.yoshimura@yahoo.com 

Burapha University, Thailand Dr. Wansuk Senanan Assistant Professor, Department of 
Aquatic Science,  Faculty of Sciences 

wansuk@go.buu.ac.th 

Kasetsart University, Thailand Dr. Suchai WORACHANANANT  Professor, Department of Marine 
Science 

suchai.yo@gmail.com 

Marine and Coastal Research 
and Development Center, 
Thailand 

Ms. Vararin Vongpanich Marine biologist, Department of marine 
and coastal resources 

khunvara@yahoo.com 

Marine Ecosystems Protected 
Areas (MEPA) Trust, Antigua & 
Barbuda 

Ms. Ruth Spencer  Chair, MEPA Trust ruthspencer5@gmail.com 

Rare, Indonesia Mr. Ahmad Isa Ansyori Program implementation associate, 
Program department 

ahmad.isa@live.com 

Independent Consultant, 
Indonesia 

Mr. Perdana Prihartato Environmental Scientist perdana.karim@gmail.com 

National Research and 
Innovation Agency (BRIN), 
Indonesia 

Mr. Susetiono Susetiono Researcher, Research Center for 
Oceanography 

susetiono@gmail.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WFF), Indonesia 

Mr. Veda Santiaji MPA and Coastal Community Lead, 
Coral Triangle Program 

vsantiadji@wwf.id 

Universitas Nasional, Indonesia Ms. Inez Saptenno International Project Manager, Center 
for Sustainable Energy and Resources 
Management (CSERM) 

inez_saptenno@unas.ac.id 

Yayasan Pusat Informasi 
Lingkungan Indonesia  

Ms. Raden Fitria Financial safitrifitria2@gmail.com 

Tarutao National Park, Langu 
District, Satun Province 

Mr. Chaiyapruk Werawong Head thanya.officer@gmail.com 

Business Mirror, Philippines Mr. Jonathan Mayuga Reporter, News Department jonlmayuga@yahoo.com 

U.S. Embassy Manila, Philippines Ms. Bimbi Villa Economic Specialist, ESTH Unit,  
Economic Section 

VillaMN@state.gov 

Embassy Norway, Philippines Ms. Ana Florentino Business & Trade afcf@mfa.no 

French Embassy to the, 
Philippines 

Mr. Rafael Basciano Scientific Attaché, Cooperation and 
Cultural Action Services 

rafael.basciano@gmail.com 

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources (BFAR) 

Mr. Mark Anthony De Vera Science Research Specialist I themarkanthonydevera@gmail.com 

Ms. Ma. Bernadette Lintag Aquaculturist mbc.lintag@gmail.com 

Mr. Nico Jose Leander Aquaculturist 1, Regional Fisheries 
Research and Development Center 

nicojoseleander@gmail.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Gilbert Callo Research Assistant gilbertcallo00@gmail.com 

Ms. Sandra Victoria Arcamo Chief Aquaculturist, Central Office svrarcamo@bfar.da.gov.ph 

Mr. Renezaldy  Porlaje Head, Coastal Resource Management 
Section, Fisheries Resource 
Management Division 

ydlazener@gmail.com 

Dr. Josefino Bascug Priority Area Coordinator Head - Coastal 
& Marine Water Quality, Scientific 
Advisory Group (SAG) 

jsbascug@gmail.com 

Ecosystems Research and 
Development Bureau 

PhD. Alicia Lustica Chief Science Research Specialist, 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources 

alicialustica56@gmail.com 

Biodiversity Management 
Bureau 

Ms. Paula de Castro IEC Officer, Coastal and Marine Division pauladecastro05@gmail.com 

Ms. Nilda Baling Supervising EMS, Coastal and Marine 
Division 

nildasbaling@yahoo.com 

Ms. Alita Sangalang Senior EMS, Coastal and Marine Division alita.sangalang@bmb.gov.ph 

Ms. Jacqueline Concepcion Environmental Management Specialist, 
Coastal and Marine 

jvconcepcion1@up.edu.ph 

Forest Management Bureau, 
Philippines 

Mr. Angelito Jr. Bisquera PDO, Forest Resources Conservation 
Division 

ahbisquera1@alum.up.edu.ph 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Eastern Samar State University, 
Philippines 

Ms. Therese Toriano Instructor 1, Department of Fisheries theresetoriano@yahoo.com 

Southern Luzon State University, 
Philippines 

Ms. Manirose Lucban Part-Time Lecturer, College of Fisheries supermanie23@gmail.com 

Ms. Cecilia Alexis Endaya Data Encoder, Academic Affairs alexisendaya@gmail.com 

University of Science And 
Technology of Southern 
Philippines, Philippines 

Ms. Jhamayca Takiang Student, Science and Mathematics jhamaycatakiang18@gmail.com 

University of Southeastern 
Philippines 

Mr. Nestorio II D. Felerino Graduate School Student, College of 
Education - Advanced Education 

nestiifelerino0908@gmail.com 

Western Philippines University - 
Puerto Princesa Campus 

Mr. Arnel Nuevo Student, College of Education nuevoarneljr@gmail.com 

Maritime Academy of Asia and 
the Pacific, Philippines 

Dr. Angelica Baylon Director, External Relations Office ambaylon@maap.edu.ph 

Southeast Asian Limnological 
Network (SEALNet),  
International Lake Environment 
Committee Foundation (ILEC), 
Philippines 

Ms. Lennie Santos-Borja Chairperson (SEALNet),  Vice-
Chairperson, ILEC Scientific Committee 

lennieborja@yahoo.com 

Sto. Nino Mactan College, 
Philippines 

Mr. Rey Amancio Chairperson reyamancio86@gmail.com 

Malaya Business Insight, 
Philippines 

Mr. Raymond Tribdino Editor, Motoring/Infotech/Online raymond@tribdino.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Philippine Council for 
Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural 
Resources Research and 
Development 

Ms. Eileen Redera Senior Science Research Specialist, 
Marine Resources Research Division 

e.redera@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph 

Communities Organized for 
Resource Allocation (CORA),  Inc. 
Philippines 

Ms. Antoinette Taus Founder and Executive Director, 
Communities Organized for Resource 
Allocation (CORA),  Inc. 

antoinette@wearecora.org 

UNOPS, Philippines Mr. Romy Trono Nati9, National Technical Advisor romytrono@gmail.com 

Coastal Conservation and 
Education Foundation, 
Philippines 

Mr. Auburn Patrick Samson Executive Director, Coastal Conservation 
and Education Foundation 

executive_director@coast.ph 

Department of Justice, 
Zamboanga del Sur, Philippines 

Deonhar Ceniza Government employee deonhrcemiza@yahoo.com.ph 

Davao del Norte State College, 
Philippines 

Ms. Jessica Legaspi Teacher, Institute of Teacher Education jessicamanagalegaspi@gmail.com 

Central Luzon State University, 
Philippines 

Ramoncita Valdez Student valdez.ramoncita@clsu2.edu.ph 

Province of Kepulauan Riau, 
Indonesia 

Mr. Muhammad Aththaar 
Nazim 

Marine and Coastal Management 
Specialist, Marine Affairs and Fisheries 
Agency 

aththaar@gmail.com 

EU Delegation , Indonesia Ms. Novita Sari Programme Manager, Cooperation 
Section 

novita.sari@eeas.europa.eu 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Ten Knots, Philippines Ms. Hanniel Almasco Sr. Environmental Officer, Environment 
and Sustainability 

hanalmasco@gmail.com 

University of St. La Salle, 
Philippines 

Ms. Denisse Gaille Leonoras Student denisse.leonoras@gmail.com 

Xavier University, Philippines Ms. Astrid Sinco Director, McKeough Marine Center asinco@xu.edu.ph 

De La Salle Lipa, Philippines Ms. Vivienne Padura Batangas vivienne.rhea.padura@dlsl.edu.ph 

Ms. Jocelyn Caro Part-time faculty, Science Department jocelyn.caro@dlsl.edu.ph 

University of the Philippines (UP) Mr. Obar El Andro Researcher, Fisheries  eaobar@up.edu.ph 

Dr. Charina Lyn Repollo Assistant Professor, Marine Science 
Institute 

crepollo@msi.upd.edu.ph 

Dr. Maria Rebecca Campos Professor, Faculty of Management and 
Development Studies 

cmaribec@yahoo.com 

Porfirio Alino University of the Philippines Marine 
Science Institute 

alinoperry018@gmail.com 

Dr. Gil Jacinto Professor (retired), Marine Science 
Institute 

gjacinto@gmail.com 

Dr. Consuelo Habito Professor, Faculty of Management and 
Development Studies 

conie.habito@upou.edu.ph 

Mr. Adam Christopher V. Masters Student, Faculty of ace_x3@ymail.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Maraya Management and Development Studies 

University of the Philippines Los 
Baños (UPLB) 

Ms. Hildie Maria Nacorda Associate Professor, School of 
Environmental Science and 
Management 

henacorda@up.edu.ph 

Mr. Badi Samaniego Assistant Professor, School of 
Environmental Science and 
Management 

brsamaniego@up.edu.ph 

Mr. Rusty Keith Placino University Researcher Associate, School 
of Environmental Science and 
Management 

replacino@up.edu.ph 

University of the Philippines 
Visayas 

Dr. Rodelio Subade Professor, DSS-CAS rfsubade1@up.edu.ph 

Ms. Alexanra Regalado Instructor, Division of Biological 
Sciences 

aabagarinao@up.edu.ph 

Ms. MJ Nievales Associate Professor and Station Head, 
College of Arts and Sciences,   Division 
of Biological Sciences,  Marine Biological 
Station in Taklong Island 

mjnievales1@up.edu.ph 

Women in Maritime Mrs. Mary Ann Pastrana Vice President, Executive maipastrana@yahoo.com 

Philippine Christian University Dr. Mylene Dinglasan Faculty, Department of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics 

pcusciencedepartment@gmail.com 

Palawan State University, Ms. Andrea Beatrice Terbio Student, College of Engineering, abbyterbio@gmail.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Philippines Architecture, and Technology 

Provincial Government of 
Palawan, Philippines 

Dr. Romeo Cabungcal Provincial Agriculturist, Office of the 
Provincial Agriculture 

romyc1962@gmail.com 

PGENRO, Provincial 
Government, Philippines 

Ms. Ma. Judith  Motol Admin Aide I majudithmotol@gmail.com 

Palawan Council for Sustainable 
Development, Philippines 

Mr. Erickson Tabayag GIS Specialist ericksontabayag@gmail.com 

Sisters of Charity of Jesus and 
Mary (SCJM), Philippines 

Ms. Madelene Nueza Social Worker, Triest Apostolate madieyen@gmail.com 

Province of Negros Occidental, 
Philippines 

Mr. Ruel Almoneda Supervising Aquaculturist, Office of the 
Provincial Agriculturist, PLGU-Negros 
Occidental 

ruelsa@lycos.com 

National Power Corporation, 
Philippines 

Mr. Benigno Resurreccion Principal Biologist, Environmental 
Management Department 

bvresurreccion@napocor.gov.ph 

Ho Chi Minh University of Social 
Sciences and Humanities, Viet 
Nam 

Mr. Tran Huy Huynh Student, Faculty of Culture Studies huynhtranhuyvietnam1909@gmail.com 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ), Philippines 

Ms. Franca Sprong-Wijnreder Cluster Coordinator Biodiversity and 
marine protection, APLAK 

franca.sprong@giz.de 

Ms. Katherine Vinegas Senior Advisor, Institutional 
Strengthening of the Biodiversity Sector 
in the ASEAN (ISB 2) 

kcvinegas@gmail.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Ms. Raquel Capio Knowledge Management and 
Communications Advisor, ProCoast 
Project 

raquel.capio@gmail.com 

Ms. Agnes Concepcion 
Pantastico 

Senior Advisor, ISB Project bnxpantastico@gmail.com 

Philippine Council for 
Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural 
Resources Research and 
Development (PCAARRD-DOST) 

Dr. Mari-Ann Acedera Director, Marine Resources Research 
Division 

mm_acedera@yahoo.com 

Philippine Coast Guard Ms. Alma Betenio  Assistant Operations Officer, Marine 
Environmental Protection Command-
Marine Science Investigation Force 

abc098c@gmail.com 

Peace Corps Philippines Ms. Maris Candelaria Community Integration Coordinator, 
Program 

candelaria.mari07@gmail.com 

Seed4com, Philippines Mr. Dann Diez Executive Director, Management diezdt@yahoo.com 

UNEP/GEF Project on the 
SCS/SAP/Fisheries Refugia, 
Thailand 

Mr. Somboon Siriraksophon Fisheries Consultant, Project 
Coordinating Unit 

ssiriraksophon63@gmail.com 

Mr. Reynaldo Molina Project Management Support Specialist, 
Project Coordination Unit 

reynaldo.molina@scssap.org 

UNEP, USA Mrs. Isabelle VANDERBECK UNEP GEF IW Task Manager, UNEP GEF 
IW Unit 

isabelle.vanderbeck@un.org 

Visayas State University, Mr. Dumalan Rafael Junnar Instructor I, Department of Biological rafaeljunnar.dumalan@vsu.edu.ph 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Philippines Sciences 

Cavite State University, 
Philippines 

Prof. Noel Sedigo Campus Administrator, Department of 
Forestry and Environmental Science 

noel_sedigo@cvsu.edu.ph 

Engr. Jose Carlo Dizon Instructor, Department of Agricultural 
and Food Engineering 

josecarlodizon02@gmail.com 

Mr. Noel Sedigo Associate Professor, Department of 
Forestry & Environmental Science 

dfes.cvsu@gmail.com 

Mr. Daeniel Mojica Instructor, Department of Forestry and 
Environmental Science 

dzmojica@gmail.com 

Mr. Glenn Bryan Creencia Faculty Researcher, Research center gacreencia@cvsu.edu.ph 

Mr. Daeniel Zarene Mojica Instructor, Department of Forestry and 
Environmental Science 

daenielmojica@gmail.com 

Office of the Municipal 
Agriculturist, Philippines 

Mr. Ervin Landoy Agricultural Technologist (Fisheries 
Focal Person), Local Government Unit of 
Boac Marinduque 

elandoy14@gmail.com 

Tarlac State University, 
Philippines 

Mr. Aldrex Laxamana College Instructor, College of Business 
and Accountancy- Entrepreneurship 
department 

LaxamanaAldrex@gmail.com 

University of San Carlos, 
Philippines 

Ms. Cynthia Tan Staff, USC thermaline08@gmail.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Office of the City Environment 
and Natural Resources, 
Philippines 

Dr. Eduardo Bisquera Assistant City Environment and Natural 
Resources Officer, LGU Zamboanga City 

edbisjr@yahoo.com 

Leyte Normal University, 
Philippines 

Ms. Danica Joyce Fabian Student, College of Management and 
Entrepreneurship 

danicajoycefabian@gmail.com 

Catanduanes State University, 
Philippines 

Ms. Rowena Tablate  Instructor 1, College of Arts and 
Sciences, Mathematics Department 

tablate622@gmail.com 

Central Bicol State University of 
Agriculture, Philippines 

Mr. Emerson Bergonio Associate Professor, College of Arts and 
Science 

emerson.bergonio@cbsua.edu.ph 

Mindanao State University-
Naawan, Philippines 

Ms. Camille Cutimar Student camillecutima03@gmail.com 

Ms. Marnelle Sornito Research assistant, Sea cucumber R&D 
Center, Research Department 

ellenram8512@gmail.com 

Dr. Ruby Castrence-Gonzales Director for Research/Professor VI, 
Research Division 

rubycastrencegonzales@gmail.com 

Dr. Ruby Castrence-Gonzales Professor VI/Director for Research, 
Research Division 

ruby.gonzales@msunaawan.edu.ph 

Mindanao State University Iligan 
Institute of Technology, 
Philippines 

Mr. Ephrime Metillo Professor ephrime.metillo@g.msuiit.edu.ph 

Provincial Government of 
Bataan, Philippines 

Ms. Karen June Balbuena Technical Assistant, Provincial 
Government Environment and Natural 
Resources Office 

karenjunebalbuena53@gmail.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Catanduanes State University, 
Philippines 

Ms. Golda Filipina Gianan Instructor, Mathematics Department goldgianan@gmail.com 

LGU Himamaylan, Philippines Mr. Justin Earl Terrence 
Balibagoso 

Job order, Environment Section- LGU 
HIMAMAYLAN 

Balibagosojet01@gmail.com 

Climate Change Commission, 
Philippines 

Ms. Xenia Laderas Development Management Officer, 
Office of the Secretary 

xladeras.ccc@gmail.com 

Maritime Industry Authority
 Philippines 

Ms. Leslie Bangayan Shipping Operations Specialist II, 
Maritime Safety Service 

bangayanleslie40@gmail.com 

Mr. Arnie Santiago Regional Director, Office of the Regional 
Director, Region XII 

afsantiago@marina.gov.ph 

Office of the Presidential Adviser 
on the Peace Process, 
Philippines 

Ms. Dinah Mae Belleguez Project Development Officer II, Peace 
Implementing Panel 

maenahbelleguez@gmail.com 

Local Government Unit, 
Philippines 

Mr. Rhoderic Abache PDO III, Environment  five5ph@yahoo.com 

Maritime Industry Authority 
Regional Office IX, Philippines 

Ms. Florimay Bobon MIDS II, Domestic Shipping and 
Franchising Unit 

florimayb@gmail.com 

Provincial Government of 
Guimaras, Philippines 

Ms. Rose Jane Sablon Aquaculturist II, Guimaras Environment 
and Natural Resources Office 

genroguimaras@yahoo.com 

Local Government Unit,  
Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro, 
Philippines 

Mr. Robert Duquil Municipal Environment and Natural 
Resources Officer 

robert.duquil@gmail.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Provincial Government of 
Batangas, Philippines 

Ms. Ma. Sherylyn Barot SEMS, Provincial Government of 
Batangas Environment and Natural 
Resources Office. 

maytwelve08@gmail.com 

City Government of Makati, 
Philippines 

Mr. James Patrick Jauili Project Development Officer, 
Department of Environmental Services 

jamesjauili@ymail.com 

Philippine Council for 
Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural 
Resources Research and 
Development 

Ms. Ma. Adela Corpuz Supervising Science Research Specialist, 
Marine Resources Research 

m.corpuz@pcaarrd.dost.gov.ph 

M Pulido Engineering & Urban 
Planning Services, Philippines 

Ms. Maria Ana Pulido Executive Director mariaanampulido@gmail.com 

Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority, 
Philippines 

Mr. Markly Ladres Support Staff, Technical Education and 
Skills Development Authority 

mckoyladres06@gmail.com 

National Fisheries Research and 
Development Institute, 
Philippines 

Mr. Francisco Torres Science Research Specialist II, Capture 
Fisheries Research and Development 
Division 

francisco_torresjr@yahoo.com 

Calderon Research and 
Development Services (CRDS), 
Philippines 

Mr. Neil Floresca Freelancer/Consultant - Planning 
Specialist  

floresca091985@yahoo.com 

United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) 

Mr. Michael Jaldon Programme Associate, Climate Action 
Programme Team 

michael.jaldon@undp.org 

Ms. Maria Theresa Espino-Yap Programme Analyst, Climate Action mariatheresa.1806@gmail.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

Ms. Vitalina Dos Santos Site Mobilizer, Climate Change 
Sustainable Ecosystem Unit, East Timor 

vitalina.dossantos@undp.org 

Dr. Jose Padilla Regional Technical Advisor, Bangkok 
Regional Hub 

jose.padilla@undp.org 

Universidade Nacional Timor 
Lorosa'e (UNTL), Timor Leste 

Mr. Mario Cabral  Lecturer and researcher, Fisheries and 
Marine Science Department 

mariomarcab@yahoo.com 

Mr. Abilio da Fonseca Lecturer, Department of Fisheries and 
Marine Science 

abiliodaf@rocketmail.com 

Allianca Sustentabilidade 
Oceano Timor-Leste 

Mr. Delio Da Costa Founder, Allianca Sustentabilidade 
Oceano Timor-Leste 

deliodacosta15@gmail.com 

MAF-Timor leste Mr. Timotio Alves Staff technical, Capture and post 
Harvest 

timotioalves998@gmail.com 

Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Environmental 
Conservation, Myanmar  

Ms. Phyo Thuzar Win  Staff Officer, Nature and Wildlife 
Conservation Division,  Forest 
Department 

phyothuzarwinn@gmail.com 

Department of National Parks 
Wildlife and Plant Conservation, 
Thailand 

Ms. Manassawee Keawong Superintendent, Tarutao national park tarutaosatun2517@gmail.com 

Mr. Chaiyaprek Weerawong Superintendent, Tarutao national park tarutaosatun2517@gmail.com 

Thailand Environment Institute 
Foundation (TEI), Thailand 

Ms. Nuanpan Khananurak Researcher, Pollution, Energy and 
Environment Program 

nuanpan@tei.or.th 

MCRDC, Thailand Ms. Vararin Marine Biologist, DMCR khunvara@gmail.com 
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Mahidol University, Thailand Dr. Suvaluck Satumanatpan Professor, Faculty of Environment & 
Resource Studies 

suvaluck.nat@mahidol.ac.th 

Marine Resources Conservation 
Division, Thailand 

Ms. Orapa Suwattano Marine Biologist, Department of Marine 
and Coastal Resources 

Ning_puri@hotmail.com 

Ms. Ronawon Boonprakob Marine Fisheries Biologist, Department 
of Marine and Coastal Resources 

ronawon@hotmail.com 

Informational Union for 
Conservation of Nature, Thailand 

Mr. Kittipan Sabkhoon Field Coordinator, Marine and Coastal 
resources 

Kittipan.sabkhoon@iucn.org 

Southeast Asian Fisheries 
Development Center, Thailand 

Ms. Thanyalak  Suasi Fisheries Management, Training 
Department 

thanyalak@seafdec.org 

SEAFDEC, Thailand Mr. Isara Chanrachkij Project Officer, Training Department isara@seafdec.org 

IUCN-Asia Regional Office, 
Thailand 

Ms. Supranee Kampongsun Head of Office, Thailand Program supranee.kampongsun@iucn.org 

Marine and Coastal Resources 
Research & Development 
Institute, Thailand 

Ms. Chalatip Junchompoo Fishery Biologist,  Senior Professional 
Level), Department of Marine and 
Coastal Resources 

junchompoo@yahoo.com 

Foreign Affairs Division, Thailand Ms. Supadsha Kuntong Foreign Relations Officer, Department 
of Marine and Coastal Resources 

icsd.dmcr@gmail.com 

Department of Marine and 
Coastal Resources, Thailand 

Ms. Chanokphon 
Jantharakhantee 

Fishery Biologist chanokphon_017@windowslive.com 

Niras Consulting, Thailand Dr. Robert Mather TA Team Leader, BCAMP Project Robert.Mather@niras.fi 
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Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Thailand 

Mr. Thamasak Yeemin Professor, Department of Biology, 
Faculty of Science 

thamasakyeemin@hotmail.com 

Thammasat University, Thailand Ms. Niramon Sutummakid Associate Professor, Faculty of 
Economics 

niramon@econ.tu.ac.th 

National University of Singapore Dr. Vu Hai Dang Senior Research Fellow, Centre for 
International Law 

haidangvu@gmail.com 

Ms. Lavanya Prakash Student lavanya.prakash@u.nus.edu 

National Parks Board, Singapore Mr. Jeremy Woon Snr Manager, International Biodiversity 
Conservation 

jeremy_woon@nparks.gov.sg 

Ms. Shufen Yang Director (Sungei Buloh Wetland 
Reserve), Sungei Buloh Wetland 
Reserve,  Conservation Division 

Yang_shufen@nparks.gov.sg 

Thua Thien Hue Department of 
Natural resources and 
Environment, Vietnam 

Lê Thị Hương Official huongbame@yahoo.com 

Vietnam Academy of Science & 
Technology 

Mr. Si Tuan Vo Senior Expert Institute of 
Oceanography 

vosituan@gmail.com 

World Harmony Foundation, 
USA 

Mr. Richard Jordan CEO, Global dpiconference@yahoo.com 

Global Green Growth Institute, 
Papua New Guinea 

Mr. Adrian Winnie Intern adrian.p.winnie@gmail.com 



 

Institution Name Position Email 

UNOPS, Greece Dr. Virginie Hart SCS SAP Senior Project Manager, Water 
and Energy Cluster (WEC) 

virginieh@unops.org 

Zhejiang University, Pakistan Mr. Khalid Mahmood SJD Researcher, Law school khalidranjha@hotmail.com 

Swedish Agency for Marine and 
Water Management, Sweden 

Mr. Peter Funegard Senior Adviser, International Affairs Peter.funegard@havochvatten.se 

Skat Consulting, Switzerland  Ms. Maria Rachelle Gallmann Network Facilitator, Global Programme 
Water 

mrrgallmann@gmail.com 

The Coral Triangle Initiative on 
Coral Reefs, Fisheries, and Food 
Security (CTI-CFF), Solomon 
Islands 

Dr. Gregory Bennett Technical Program Senior Manager, 
Program Services 

gpbennett@cticff.org 

GICC, Tanzania Ms. CPA Shainul Bhanji Founder, General shainul@yahoo.com 

Freelance, Philippines Ms. Cynthia Jean Batin Technical Writer/Researcher cjgbatin03@gmail.com 

Freelance, USA Mr. Saqib Rahim Journalist saqibtm@gmail.com 

Freelance, Thailand Dr. Ampai Harakunarak Sustainable Development Consultant aharakunarak@gmail.com 

Indonesia Ms. Raras Mulat Sari Independent  rarasgembul@gmail.com 

Philippines Mr. Nethanel Jireh Larida Instructor 1, Division of Biological 
Sciences 

nalarida@up.edu.ph 
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Philippines Ms. Sitti Aisa Adas Student aizaadas29@gmail.com 

Vietnam Mr. Eisen Bernardo Visual Documentor eisenvbernardo@gmail.com 

 
 
 
PRF 
 
 

Name Position Email 

Ms. Aimee Gonzales Executive Director agonzales@pemsea.org 

Ms. Karen See Secretariat Coordinator  ksee@pemsea.org 

Ms. Elsie Merina Programme and Admin Associate  emerina@pemsea.org 

Mr. Rodante Corpuz IT Specialist rcorpuz@pemsea.org 

Ms. Arsenio Dacaymat IT Assistant  jdacaymat@pemsea.org 

Ms. Daisy Padayao Country Programme Manager dpadayao@pemsea.org 

Ms. Christine Ingrid Narcise Policy and Result-Based Management Specialist cinarcise@pemsea.org 

Ms. Nancy Bermas Senior Programme Manager nbermas@pemsea.org 

Ms. Isabelle Acosta Intern iacosta@pemsea.org 

Mr. Jan Valdez Intern javaldez@pemsea.org 
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Ms. Toni Maceda Intern amaceda@pemsea.org 

Ms. Gretta Lim Intern xklim@pemsea.org 

 
 
 
 
 



 

ANNEX 4. LINKS TO THE RECORDINGS AND PRESENTATION MATERIALS. 
 
 

Recording - https://youtu.be/a6VdF1UwpT8  
 
Presentation materials - https://tinyurl.com/ACB-Collab-Presentations  
 

https://youtu.be/a6VdF1UwpT8
https://tinyurl.com/ACB-Collab-Presentations

